Weather Vane

md

e

Special Homecoming

Supplement

Vol. XXIII

Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Virginia, April 27, 1974

No. 13

‘Alumni of the year’

Alumni choose Drescher

by Mike Sarco

Tonight at 7 p.m. the Alumni of
the Year award will be given to John
and Betty Drescher. John and Betty
have covered a lot of ground togeth-
er since they left EMC in 1951 with
the following inscription under
John’s Shenandoah picture.

John M. Drescher, A.B. Bible

Athletic Association President 4

College Hikers 3, 4 Debating Soc-

iety 3
Theosebian President 4 Class vice
president 4

Zelathean; YPBM Committee 4

“Life, if thou knowest how to use
it is long enough.” Seneca

They immediately set about prov-
ing that life was long enough. In
1953 John received his Bachelor of
Divinity degree from Goshen. From
1954-62 he served as pastor of the
Crown Hill Mennonite Church, Ritt-
man, OH, and as bishop and presi-
dent of the Ohio and Eastern Mis-
sion Board.

The rise of the plasterer’s son to
the editorship of the Gospel Herald
in 1962 surprised few who knew him.
His younger brother Luke remembers
him as always being clear about his
call to the pastorate.

Twinkling brown eyes and slight-
ly graying temples of the present
day John give a hint of the broad
shouldered pitcher of earlier years.
Fishing, bike riding and sports of all
kinds are and always have been en-
joyed by John.

He grew up in Lancaster County,
PA, near Mt. Joy. As the oldest of
five children he often set the pace.
His brother Luke remembers working

summers at everything from bean
harvesting to foundry work.

Chester K. Lehman, who taught at
EMC when John was here, remem-
bers his work. “He was a very good,
hard working student,” noted Leh-
man. “I remember he made good con-
tributions to class discussions and
he made good grades. I appreciated
his Christian attitude towards things
we discussed.”

As editor of the Gospel Herald
from 1962 to 1972 he brought the
publication to the highest circulation
in its history. He combined his role
as editor with those of churchman,
Bible teacher and writer of books.

John submitted his resignation in
1972 saying, “I feel I have made my
contribution to the Gospel Herald
and you should start looking for an-
other editor.”

After being asked by publisher Ben
Cutwell to reconsider and talking it
over with friends, the Dreschers held
to their decision, “We have sensed
the call to return to the pastorate . .
The important thing is to be doing
what we understand God wants us to
do.”

During his years as editor of the
Gospel Herald John and Betty trav-
eled to World Conference in Europe.
John spoke in evangelistic meetings
and at seminars on marriage and
family life.

His books include Now is the Time
to love; Follow Me; Christian Dis-
cipleship for Today; Meditations for
Newly Married and Heart Beats:
Emerging from Encounters in Pray-
er.

John and Betty presently live in

Scottdale, PA, where he serves as
fulltime pastor of the Scottdale Men-
nonite Church. They have four child-
ren, Donald, Sandra, Rosie, Joy and
David ranging in age from 21 to 10.

They live on a five acre farm where
they have a large garden. Sheep
and horses are also a favorite at the
Drescher farm and are kept as much
for fun as for their usefulness.

Fun-loving as well as conscientious
is how John is remembered by sev-
eral of his classmates.

Anna Frey, who wrote the 1951
EMC class poem, has difficulty dis-
tinguishing between the two different
times she attended EMC. Jesse Byler
noted with a laugh how good John
was at delivering an exegesis sermon
on “Old Mother Hubbard.” “He would
have you rolling on the floor holding
your sides,” Byler said.

“John understood what it meant to
be a friend,” Byler continued. “This
may sound archaic now, but he was
one of the few people in the class
with a tie when he arrived. He
changed to a plain coat then so he
could relate to persons everywhere
and I believe stayed with it longer
than a lot of the rest of us.

“That’s just the kind of person he
was. He was secure enough to do
what he felt would be most helpful
for the most people.” Byler conclud-
ed.

The citation John and Betty will
be awarded concludes with the words,
“together they sought to serve more
than to be served and have thus dem-
onstrated the spirit of Eastern Men-
nonite College.”
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The flowers in front of the fishpond greet spring and the EMC
villagers who take time to notice them.

John M. Drescher, who with his wife Betty will receive the Alumni
of the Year award tonight at the Alumni Association banquet at

7 p.m.

A 1951 graduate of EMC, Drescher has been a church-

man, author, and editor of a decade of the Gospel Herald. He
now pastors the Scottdale Mennonite Church.

Shank announces staff changes

Lester C. Shank, vice-president for
administrative affairs, announ ced
tacuity and statt’ changes for 1974-
75 at the Presidential Forum, April
18.

“We are in the process of negotiat-
ing with several possible replace-

ments for the following positions,”

Shank commented. Lowell and Mir-
iam Byler, visiting music intructors

will not be returning. Catherine Mu-

maw, home economics professor, will
be teaching at Goshen College next
year.

John Eby, assistant professor of
sociology, will leave EMC to serve
Mennonite Board of Missions as di-
rector of relief and service. Pend-
ing acceptance at various graduate
schools, John Horst, assistant pro-

‘Shalomers’ to visit next weekend

by Susan Moyer

The “Shalomers,” a group of 85
college age people from the Farm-
ington, PA, Society of Brothers will
be on campus May 3-5.

In chapel next Friday, they will
sing and use recorders, guitars and
other classical instruments to accom-
pany their music. “This is their way
to share. Convincing people with
words isn’t their way,” explained
Sam Johnson, junior. “Rather they
let their lives communicate.”

After chapel, they will break into
smaller groups and participate in
various classes during the day. IDS
413, Old Testament History and
Theology, Introduction to Sociology,
Church History, Introduction to Pol-
itics and some high school classes in
Christian Family Living will bene-

fit from their visits. In some of the
classes they will give input and in
others they will participate as stu-
dents.

The ‘“Shalomers” will present a
7:30 p.m. concert at Park View Men-
nonite Church Friday evening.

The group will stay with various
families in the area. “They want to
see the community here and get to
know some of us,” Johnson comment-
ed.

“Saturday morning, we plan to
take all of them to climb Massanut-
ten,” he continued. They will see a
planetarium show in the afternoon.
Gemeinschaft is planning an outdoor
gathering in the late afternoon.

Some of the group will sing at the
Virginia Mennonite Home, Sunday
morning.

The Society of Brothers is a com-
munal living group who originated
in Germany in 1920. Through perse-
cution by Hitler, the group migrat-
ed to England, later to Paraguay
and some eventually settled in Con-
necticut, New York and Pennsyl-
vania.

The Brothers are a part of the
Hutterite group of the northern U.S.
and Canada. They were also inspir-
ed by Anabaptist history.

The Brothers manufacture a line
of play equipment called “Commun-
ity Playthings.” They also run a
printing shop in New Meadow Run in
the Farmington, PA community and

the Plough Publishing House in the
Rifon, NY, community.

fessor of physies, Jay B. Landis, as-
sistant professor of English and
John H. Krall, assistant professor of
economics will take sabbatical leaves
next year.

Susie Phillips will replace Linda
Lefever as assistant in financial aid.
Grace Jones will not return to the
office of associate director of student
affairs next year. She will not be re-
placed. A. Don Augsburger, director
of counseling services, will be serv-
ing as halftime pastor of the Park
View Mennonite Church and as a
seminary professor next year.

“Enrollment for 1974-75 is down
10 to 15 students from last year this
time,” stated David D. Yoder, direc-
tor of student affairs. “Moreover, the
enrollment of transfer students is
somewhat higher than last year,” he
concluded.

Another item of student interest
was the Discipleship Center. “We
were planning to have the dedica-
tion service the Saturday before
commencement. However, Mrs. Har-
man couldn’t make it then and most
of the furniture is not yet in so we
plan to have the dedication some-
time in September or October,”
Shank announced.

“In the meantime, we have formed
a committee to regulate the use of
the Center. Harvey Schrock, David
D. Yoder, Karl Harman, two mem-
bers appointed by SGA and YPCA
and I are on the committee. We will
decide if the Center will be avail-
able on a ‘first come first served’ or
reservation basis. Other policies we
will decide on are whether food can
be served there, if and when it will
be locked at night and if it will be
used solely for spiritual purposes,”

he continued.

Construction costs climbed over the
original Harman gift. “The Harman
family has agreed to pay all the
bills of construction. There will be
no money for an endowment, how-
ever,” he added.

“There is a possibility that reno-
vation of the main floor of the chapel
may not begin until next spring. We
have been told that some of the ideas
we have been working on would take
more than three months to complete.
We haven’t decided finally when we
will start renovation but we are con-
sidering some other options,” Shank
explained.

“We had an acoustics expert lock
at the chapel. He suggested we take
the ceiling off clear to the roof, paint
the steel beams and hang baffles
from the room. This would improve
the acoustics for a choir. Another
suggestion was to triple seal all the
windows to keep external sound out.
This would mean installing a climate
control system which would be an
added expense. We are still working
on final plans,” he continued.

Yoder commented that Galen Leh-
man’s plan for the rearrangement of
the Student Center has been present-
ed to the SGA and Faculty Council
for approval.

The Snack Shop will be co-man-
aged by Doris Miller and Helen Ours,
two community women next year.
“This is an attempt to improve the
financial affairs of the Snack Shop,”
Shank stated.

Shank added that work on the
painting of the Administration Build-
ing should begin soon. The ecracks
will be sealed first. Then it will be
painted eggshell white.”
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