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D fifs At '.4"‘ ‘,.'
Wi ié“‘Wlbh a few comments on the DHBender situation, the product of

one with Dan Kauffman after church this morning, and the other wi
reflects our mother's view, W
Dan, in short space, thinks that the whole case was exagge: i L he
likely DH was in no way culpable. DH was stern, authoritarian, d hb‘
enemies. Kansas was swept by revivalism moods, very strong indeed
one period of widowhood, when Ruth was perhaps 12 or 13, DH 1nivt¢
during lightning=thunder stérms, which in Kansas are fea¥some )
scared, Then, durlng rev1va1 meetlngs, when Ruth was in her late tgens

She confessed to Maurice, and he vindictively carried the th
Since DH was disliked, he had to flee, more from Mennonite g

Well, that harxly takes into account the DH confessions, one of
the later one of "fornlcatlon." (It is still curious to me that théy'ﬁie-

James Blble, rather than secular usage; but the KJ does use:t._

Verna has got a fantastically full and accurate memo he
to distinguish between what she remembers well and what she
indistinctly. But she therefore reflects our family's view
and anti-DH (but even more, anti-Maurice Yoder). I hever g 1
talk about such things only if asked, and I never asked.,

Ruth hhd been living with her grandmother, or grand
widowhood; she came home, in ker early teens, and accepte
go to bed with him, in the amaive assumption that this is wha
Only later did she become convinced that this was wrong,
But Verna says that Mother thought that Paul 1ntervened an
he would spill all,

Verna has a faint impression that Maurlce Yoder was

made him angry so he revealed all,
Both Verna and Dan reported the community (Menn.’
in the garage was God's judg8ment on him.
Verna was surprised to learn of our fathér's in,
cept that I have no idea what his relation was with
possible but even likely that he did not tell our mot
almost never spoke to her about church business of a /kin
There are obviously credible elements in both accounts, whe
what you have unearthed. The entire incident would be an excell
use of oral evidence, except that one should not really ke |

Thanks for your hospitality on the meeting, We reall
was unfairly treated by the policeman. I thought he dr
w-s convinced that the cop came after us because he ¢
looked off toward the copf and their eyes met sudde
drive out after us. e

Bob Kreider is quite unhappy about the meeting ;k ethe
appears that we have some business ahead of us to ex a
not to understand at all, much to my astonishment
Shncerely,

Join S, Oyer



